ent Aſſembled. | 


} 


To the Honourable the COMMONS of ENGLAND in Par X 


The Second Humble Petition of Abel Carew an Excluded Door-keeper from this Honourable Hy | e, with a True Account 
of the Cauſe of the preſent Serjeants Afting againſt your Petitioner.” Alſo a Deſcription of the Ferjeant's Power in refe- 
rence to any Place belonging to this Houſe : | 


Humbly Sheweth, | | 
HAT whereas your Petitioner lately Petitioned your Honours, ſetting forth the Cauſe of ON Secluded the laſt Parlia- 
| 


ment by Serjeant Shoreditch of his wearing the Ribbon at Oxford with this Motto, No Slavery, No Popegy. Your ſaid Petitioner further 
ſets forth, That as he was the laſt Parliament taken into Cuſtody for ſpeaking ſome Words of an Alteration againſt Popery in Seven 
Years time, he has ſufficient cauſe to believe, that the whole Houſe was at that time acquainted of him; for it happened within a 
day or two after he was diſcharged : When the Houſe was up, he went in to ſee what it was of the Clock by the Dial ; there re- 
mained ſome of the Members behind, who took notice of him ; and one of them asked your Petitioner, What he did there ? and bid him be gone, 
Saying, That hewas one that wiſh'd for the time to wear the Ribbon again. Thus your Petitioner, through much difficulty, by the Interceſlion 
of a Friend, obtained his Liberty from a Priſon, with paying of Fees. And Serjeant Topham being now reſtored to his Place, your ſaid 
Petitioner agreeing to the Authority of this Houſe againſt Popery, and expecting for the ſaid Serjeant to do likewiſe,he was willing to humble him- 
ſelf to the ſaid Serjeant in any manner that your Honours ſhould require of him : But the ſaid Serjeant having thwarted the Authority of the Mem- 
bers,in not admitting your Petitioner to his ſaid Place ; therefore your ſaid Petitioner further ſets forth, That the Cauſe of the ſaid Serjeants aCting 
againſt your Petitioner, and of his being offended at him, in keeping him out of his ſaid Door-keepers Place, doth ariſe upon ſome old Grudge : 
Ever ſince he did belong tothis Houſe, he has endeavoured to undermine, and to ſell your Petitioner out of his ſaid Door-keepers Place for 20 or 
301. And accordingly in the late King Charles's time, he was pleaſed to tell your Petitioner, he was offered ſo much for it ; and within a a ſhort 
time after he turn'd your Petitioner out, and was then Reſtor'd by ſome of the worthy Members of the Houſe ; but was firſt told by one of the 
Worthy Members, that the Serjeant ſaid, That he ſhould ask pardon ; whereas your Petitioner is Conſcious of no Crime that he had committed 
againſt him ; and the ſaid Serjeant having no objections againſt him, he was then reſtored without asking Pardon, and without paying any Mony for 
it. But it may be objected, That the Serjeant is a Patent Officer, and ſo he has a Power to Depute Servants under him. For Anſwer, He has no 
Patent to act unjuſtly,and to twhart the Authority of any of theMembers of this Houſe againſt Popery;and your Petitioner being thankful ro thoſe 
Worthy Members, who have ſpoken to the Serjeant in his behalf; and the ſaid Serjeant pretends to ſome of them, that he ſhall have ſhare of the 
Profits, which is nothing at all ; and that he pretends that he offered your Petitioner a Meſſengers Place, which your Petitioner is not capable 
of ; and this is only with a deſign to exclude your Petitioner for ever from his ſaid Door-kcepers Place ; and ſo to make him his Bond(lave,and to 
turn your Petitioner out at his pleaſure: And he makes an ObjeCtion concerning Letters, which was occaſ:oned about Six or Seven years ago, upon 
the ſaid Serjeants receiving ſome Money out of the Exchequer for the Under-Servants belonging to this Houſe, which was never paid to any other 
Serjeant before this ; for the Under-Servants did formerly uſe to receive it themſelyes, (as the Door-keepers to the Houſe of Lords, the Uſher 
of the Black Rod did never concern himſelf with their Mony that they received out of the Exchequer) but thi Serjeant has endeavour'd to en- 
groſs that Mony to himſelf ; and accordingly he kept back part of your Petitioners Mony, and threatned to turn him out of his Place; thereupon 
he ſent a Letter to the ſaid Serjeant at Windſor for his Mony, who ſent him an anſwer by his Son, wherein he doth ſeem to queſtion your Periti- 
oners due, and yet acknowledges the Debt : But your Petitioner having confuted him in that Letter, and fo fully convinc'd him of his due, that 
he ſent another Letter by his Son of what time he would be at Loydon, within ſome time after he paid him half a Guinea in part, though it was in a 
great rage and ſtorm : But when the ſaid Serjeant came to Town again, your Petitioner went to demand the reſt of his Mony; thereupon he. 
{torm'd awyour Petitioner, and ſaid, that it was not his due, and that he would not pay it him; and after the ſaid Serjeant received many Letters 
from: your Petitioner, and would ſhew him no Reaſon and Juſtice; ſo that at the laſt, as he was in Town, he ſtorm'd at your Petitioner 
and threatned to ſerve a Warrant upon him : Thereupon your ſaid Petitioner reply'd, That he would fave him that trouble, and go with him be- 
fore any Magiſtrate without a Warrant ; and if it was not his due, he would not have a Farthing of him; and fo your ſaid Petiti- 
oner went voluntarily with him without a Warrant, before Juſtice Dewcy, who forthwith ordered the faid Serjeant to pay him 
the reſt of his Mony. * And thus your Petitioner recovered his due: And by the payment thereof, ( as your Petitioner is able to 
make manifeſt by Letters ) the faid Serjeant doth acknowledge the ſaid Inward Door-keepers Place to be your Petitioners Right, and his due,by 
the Authority and Command of any Member of this Houſe, who is pleaſed to give it him, as being above the power of the Serjeant ; though 
the faid Serjeant, by his Arbitrary Power, has denied divers of the Members, and doth ſtill keep your Petitioner out of his ſaid Place ; and 
though the Serjeant 1s truſted with a Power to depute in caſe ofa Vacancy,yet as he is a Servant himſelf,it is all in reference to the Service of this 
Houle; and ſo they are all Servants under the command of all your Honours,according to the Example of other old Servauts, and of Mr.Cooper,who 
wasOutward Door-keeper to this Houſe about 4o years,till he died ; and ſo was continued in by the Authority of the Members againſt any Serjeant 
at Arms that oppoſed him; and according to the Example of a Serjeant at Arms, (within the memory of your Petitioner) who diſobeyed the 
Order of the Houſe; thereupon the Houſe tern*d him out, and ſent for another Serjeant ; yet notwithſtanding the Door-keepers continued in 
their Places; and if they were his Servants, then they were diſmiſs?d too ; but they were Servants to the Houſe; and ſo they were mentioned in 
the Reſolves of the Houſe for Collections to pay the Under-Servants attending the Service of this Houſe ; and by a former Reſolve of the Houſe, 
as in the year 1671. for them to be recommended to his Majeſty to give order for a Recompence and SatisfaCtion of the ſaid Servants attending 
the Service of this Houſe. And your Petitioner doth remember, that in the late King Charles's time, when the ſaid Serjeant threatned to turn him 
out ; your ſaid Petitioner told the ſaid Serjeant, That he was a tryant to the Houſe of Commons; thereupon the ſaid Serjeant threatned to break 
your Petitioners Head, if he told him ſo again, ſaying, That he was the Kings Serjeant at Arms ; but, by the Serjeants Favor, as he is the 
Kings Serjeant at Arms, fo he 1s the Kings Servant; and as he is the Kings Servant, fo he is conſtituted by the King to attend the Service of this 
Houſe. But your Petitioner has ſufficient cauſe to believe, that the ſaid #6 5a at Arms would Aſſume a Regal Power to himſelf. And now your 
Petitioner may ſay, that it is an undeniable Argument by the Serjeants denying divers of the Worthy Members for your Petitioner to be admitted 
to his ſaid Place, who has been a Sufferer for ſpeaking againſt Popery, that the ſaid Serjeant doth look upon his Old Grudge; that it ought to take 
before Loyalty, or it ought to extirpate Loyalty, or any part of Loyalty to his Preſent Majeſty ; yea7 if it was in his power for lucre of 
in, he would take any man into cuſtody, that atts againſt Popery ; for he has commanded your Petitioner to depart the Lobby,and laid hold on 
im to turn him out by Violence, when he has given him no provocation'; and has told him that the Door-keepers Place is no Place for him, who 
doth agree to the Authority of all your Honours againſt Popery. And thus the ſaid Serjeant ſtands brazening and confronting the Authority of 
your Honours in your Loyalty to the Kings moſt excellent Majeſty, who is Defender of the Faith againſt Popery and Arbitrary Government, And 
the ſaid Serjeant may conſider, that though he frowns upon your Petitioner, yet the Times do ſmile upon him : But the ſaid Door being ſtill kept 
- by the ſame Man that was put 1a the laſt Parliament by Serjeant Shoredirch, who turn'd your Petitioner out for being againſt Popery. And thus all 
the Places belonging to this Houſe being under the Authority and Juriſdiction of all your Honours; | 
Therefore your Petitioner doth further humbly pray for the Conſideration of this Honourable Houſe, That as it was his Fathers Place be- 


fore him, ſo he hopes that as conſiſtent to the Beneyolence of this Houſe in point of Charity, and his ſuffering upon the account of 
Popery, as concurrent to the Authority of this Houſe againſt Popery or Arbitrary Government, will be Arguments to prevail with all 


yourHonours to reconcile the ſaid Serjeant to him, ſo that he may be reſtored to his ſaid Door-keepers Place. 
| | ; ' And your Petitioner ſhall Pray, &c. 


